BRITISH EMPIRE   IN  ASIA
PIPERS   OF   LAHEJ   EXECUTING   A   SERENADE
The glorified ^penny-whistle" on the right can produce only
three notes, and the holes are barely within reach.    But the
player would be perfectly happy to keep up the performance for
several hours, unless forcibly stopped
in 1839. They are our best friends. By reason of proximity to Aden, the people are more " civilized " than others.* Lahej is termed the " Gate of Aden/' and .for many_ years the influence of this house of " Al Mohsin " has furthered pur more intimate acquaintance with the tribes within. L|hej is well watered by canals from (the River Tiban, and the fertility of the soil ensure good gardens, healthy crops, vegetables, and fruits.
with attention, might become
Jen of Aden. The palaces of stand wt in contrast with
the generally dilapidate! appearance   of   th, smaller   houses   of sun baked mud.   Mosquitoe and   sand-flics   abound The  tribesmen   arc  les< warlike      than     others and  the Pax Hritannics tfives   them   free   scope to en^atfc in husbandry and    the    breeding   oi camels.    O t her Arabs mockingly    term    them " enters of sprats," for, unlike the  ordinary inland Arab, they are fond of sun-dried fish, brought on     camel - back    from Aden. Many of the tribesmen ply camels to bring in daily supplies to the A cl e n   m a r k e t.    The country, usually quiet, is at times raided by the surrounding   and  turbth lent   Subehi   tribesmen, who own  no  allegiance, ami live by petty pilfering ^ on the trade routes*
British connexion with the   island   of   Socotra,,. 500   miles   from   Aden, dates from 1834.    It is, under   the   ken   of  the; Resident of Aden, and it$* ruler comes from Kishiv on the opposite Arabian: littoral.     The    modern* capital is Tamarida, ou; the northern  side.   Th^ name was probably given by Portuguese mariners.  The Socotran^ call it Hadibo.   The old capital Shife still exists in ruins two miles to thg east.     The mountain range of Hajil) will   repay   a   visit.     The  old-worl export trade of the dragon's blood and of aloes is well-nigh extinct.
The coast folk live by fishing, whit** the mountaineers are herdsmen, Th$? two races are distinct. The dialect';1 is akin to old Mahri, and is Himyaritici in origin. Tradition says that Alexander,] the Great planted a Greek colony here,: and the women of the eastern heights ,